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NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
TERRY HOEMAN - NE Region President 2015

We had a great time in Grand Island at the Quaker Steak & Lube 
restaurant.  They have done a nice job on renovating the place and have 
an interesting menu and a great staff it seems. 

Sherrill and Lynn Echternkamp and Myron and Barb Smith gave some 
good reports of what went on during the annual meeting in Philadelphia 
which they attended earlier in February.  Jamie Nikodym received the 
"Young Peoples Award" which is a $1,500 scholarship and John Nikodym 
received the "Pamphilon Distinguished Car Award".  Kermit Wilke 
received the "Edgar E Rohr Memorial Award" for his 1916 Buick.  The 
Nebraska Region also received a "Website Excellence Award" for the 
website that Bob Reinke set up and maintains. So, Nebraska was well 
awarded considering the number of members we have in this state.  In 
addition to the $1,000 donation from our region, the AACA Library 
received a $5,000.00 and a $1,000 donation plus smaller donations from 
other regions and individuals.

Sunday, March 8th we will again have our booth in the usual spot at the 
Lincoln Swap Meet and Smith’s again are extending an invitation to all of us to come out to their place after 
the swap is over and enjoy a light meal.  Members are welcome to stop by our booth and bring items to sell 
if interested—Myron says you have to be there to sell it yourself though!  That is if you want the proceeds 
of course.  The Smiths live at 1505 SW 112th west of Lincoln.

From the Smiths:
The meeting will be at about 3:00 p.m. and food will be served.  This is 2 miles West of Emerald on ‘O ‘ St, 
and 1¼ miles south on SW 112th. The meeting will be after the Lincoln Swap meet (Rocky Manginelli
Memorial Swap Meet).  If you know you are coming or not, we’d kind of like a little idea of who to expect, 
reservations not required but we’d like to know whether to plan for 5 or 50.
Smith’s Home Phone number: 402-475-5563
Myron Cell:402-429-0118
Barb Cell: 402-429-2560
email address: myronsmith@windstream.net
 
We did discuss whether or not to again get a $45 booth for 2016 and all decided we should.  The car council 
has been hit hard by price increases for the rent of the facility and really have had a battle to find ways to 
proceed with the meet and will be charging a parking fee of 3 per vehicle next year.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Now I’ve got to share a couple of pictures of some toys 
we recently bought at another of the Soukup estate 
auctions.  The first is a Steger woodie pedal car.  Does 
anyone know anything about these?  I can find wood-
sided jeeps they made but no other wood-sided 
convertibles.  Who are they?  Where made?  When made?  
First guess is late 1940’s but could argue later also.  The 
next is a small potmetal model of a 46-48 Plymouth that 
is a pull toy.  The wheels actually turn as you pull the cord 
to the right or left!  I’ve never seen one of these either—
anyone know anything?
 
Hope to see you on the 8th.

CURRENT NEBRASKA REGION OFFICERS:
President:
! Terry Hoeman! ! ph: 402-562-3713! email: tehoema@megavision.com
Vice President:
! John Nikodym! ! ph: 402-746-2248! email: nikrcne@gpcom.net
Secretary / Webmaster:
! Bob Reinke! ! ph: 402-365-4282! email: rnreinke@gpcom.net
Treasurer:
! Sherrill Echternkamp! ph: 402-762-3866! email: lechternkamp@yahoo.com
BOARD MEMBERS:
! Barb Smith! ! ph. 402-475-5563! email: myronsmith@windstream.net
! Mark France! ! ph: 402-429-9594! email: mdfrance@neb.rr.com
! Jim Snyder! ! ph: 402-786-2427! email: jksny@charter.net
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TRI CITY STREET RODS: FEBRUARY 21, 
2015-

On February 21, 2015 several NE Region 
AACA members met at Quaker Steak and Lube in 
Grand Island for lunch and a meeting.  Members 
then went to the Tri City Street Rods car show 
held at the Heartland Events Center.

The following cars were featured at the car 
show:

1911 Elmore

This car is owned by John and Janice Nikodym 
of Red Cloud, NE.

There was also a 1966 Chevrolet Chevelle at 
the car show that was sold at the Lambrecht 
Chevrolet Auction in September of 2013.

NOTICE:

Late last year, we received word that Lynn 
Echternkamp’s mother passed away in Ohio.

A sympathy card was sent representing the 
region.

Local Events Calendar
Look for more details in the April newsletter.

Sunday, March 8, 2015
Lincoln Swap Meet.  Gather afterward’s at Smith’s

Saturday , April 25, 2015
Tour of Dick & Sue Boswell’s collection.  Lunch in Lincoln

May 2015
TBA - Tour to be arranged

Thursday - Saturday, June 4 - 6, 2015
Central Spring Meet - Independence, MO.

Saturday, June 20, 2015
Belleville, KS Car Show and Museum Tour

Saturday, July 18, 2015
Kearney Car Show and Kearney Car Museum

Saturday, August 15, 2015
Milford Family Fun Days

October, November, and December
TBA - Tours to be arranged.  Several possibilities include a York 
area tour as well as the Stuhr Museum in Grand Island and the 
Minden Christmas lights.
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NEBRASKA REGION AACA
AUTO-BIOGRAPHY: 

MARCH FEATURED MEMBERS:
MYRON & BARB SMITH

! To do this story, I must start when my 
father was about 10 and went around to 
neighboring farms with a team of horses and a 
wagon gathering up discarded Model T parts.  
He eventually gathered almost enough to ‘build’ 
a shortened Model T.  The parts he was missing 
he robbed off his dad’s TT truck since it was 
only used seasonally.  I imagine he had some 
help from 3 bachelor uncles also.  Eventually he 
got rid of the ‘car’ but told my mother, when 
they were dating, as he showed her the stash of 
parts he had kept, that one day he’d have 
another.  He was 40 when he bought a 
disassembled Model T and it took about 9 years 
to put a car back together. In fairness, though, 
during that 9 year time period he finished 
building onto his house , raised a son, acquired 
one of the uncles’ 1930 model A, purchased a 
1930 Chevrolet, 1928 Pontiac, and a 1929 
Pontiac.   All of which I still have.

" As the T roadster was nearing 
completion in the ’60’s, we started to work on 
another Model T engine.  This one was from a 
car which had been parked behind my 
grandparents’ house during WWII by the same 
Uncle John who had the Model A.  Dad found 
the valve guides, which were a part of the 
engine block, to be toto worn to seal and work 
on the engine was stopped.  This, however, is 
not the end of this T engine’s story.

" My first endeavor into restoration was 
with a ’46 Chevrolet coupe.  This proved to be 
too big a project for a 12 year old.  My next try 
was when I was about 20 and was the ’59 El 
Camino which my dad had bought new.  This 
restoration project was successful and remains 
as one of the favorites in our collection.

" By 1981, we had belonged to a number of 
car clubs as the collection grew.  We had 
become active in the local Chevrolet Club 
along with Model T, Model A, and Early Ford 
V-8 Clubs.  While at a Chevrolet Club meeting 
one night, Leroy Viner, a fellow member, asked 
if I was going to Cedar Rapids to the AACA 
meet.  I had to ask what AACA was as I’d never 
heard of it before.  He said they have meets, 
like the Chevrolet Club meets we’d been 
attending, but they had antique cars of all kinds 
at their meets.  I signed up right away and 
drove our ’42 Ford to the AACA meet.  We 
have attended at least one meet every year 
since.
" I met Barb in 1982.  She started 
attending meets with my parents and I in 1983.  
I believe the first one was a VCCA (Chevrolet 
Club) in Dayton, OH.  We married in 1988 and 
went to an AACA meet as part of our Colorado 
honeymoon in Fort Collins, CO.

" Nathan was born in 1990.  Nathan, after 
‘helping’ John Nikodym load his ’24 R & V 
Knight in Metropolis, IL at an AACA meet 
expressed interest in an ‘older‘ car than the ’59’s 
and ’66’s that we were showing and touring with 
most of the time.  I had packed most of the 
Model T parts from Dad’s stock in the far 
corner of a building since my interests had 
moved on to other cars, but when Nathan 
expressed the interest in a Model T, I dug them 
out and his 4H club and I started to work on it 
with the help of a local Model T club member 
Ken Cheney.  The T engine being the one that 
Dad had given up on in the ’60’s.  The engine, 
transmission, and front axle were rebuilt and 
mostly reassembled during time not spent in 
school.  School musicals, a ’65 Chevrolet 
pickup, and a girl got in the way.  The pickup, 
having once belonged to Dave Wallick’s family, 
took priority and the T project sat.

" This winter, I worked on the T and it is 
with great pleasure I can report that it runs for 
the first time since WWII.
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Left: Photo from August, 1957 of 
Myron and his father, Richard, with 
the ’57 Chevrolet the Smiths now own.
Right: From 1959.  Myron with the 
El Camino.

Left and Right: Getting the ’59 
ready for the honeymoon trip.
Below: Same truck, same location - 
next generation boy..

Left: From March, 1961.  Myron with 
the ’30 Model A coupe Richard received 
from his uncle John Torgersen.  The 
Model A is still here, too.
Right: From 1968.  Richard, Myron, 
& Juanita Smith with ’30 Chevrolet.

Left: From 1985.  Barb, Myron, and 
Myron’s parents dressed in vintage 
costumes at a Fargo, ND AACA meet..
Right: From Sheridan, WY AACA 
meet in 1986.
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2015 NATIONAL MEET AND TOUR SCHEDULE
Winter Meet! ! ! ! March 6 - 8! ! San Juan, Puerto Rico
Annual Grand National &
Western Spring Dual Meets
Southeastern Spring Meet! ! April 9 - 12! ! Charlotte, NC
Eastern Spring Meet! ! ! April 30 - May 2! Virginia Beach, VA
Southeastern Divisional Tour! ! May 4 - 6! ! Pigeon Forge, TN
Special Meet! ! ! ! May 7 - 9! ! Auburn, IN
Central Spring Meet! ! ! June 4 - 6! ! Independence, MO
Southeastern Fall Meet!! ! July 15 - 18! ! Louisville, KY
Vintage Tour! ! ! ! July 27 - 31! ! Lancaster, PA
Western Divisional Tour! ! August 25 - 27! ! Northern California
Revival AAA Glidden Tour®! ! Aug. 30 - Sep. 4! Oklahoma City, OK
Founders Tour! ! ! ! September 14 - 18! Northeast Ohio
Eastern Fall Meet! ! ! October 7 - 10! ! Hershey, PA
Central Fall Meet! ! ! November 5 - 7!! Houma, LA

THIS NEWSLETTER WAS CREATED USING THE “CLUB 
NEWSLETTER” TEMPLATE IN PAGES ’09 FOR THE MACINTOSH

March 18 - 21! ! Tucson, AZ

ATTACHMENTS:
Rocky Manginelli Memorial Swap Meet flyer

“Linc” Across Nebraska Newsletter


